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Jovis, 9* die Martii, 1799, 
| 3 5. F | 
OR DERE Dz. Nemind tontradicente, © 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend Doc ron Powrs, for the Sermon by 


him preached Veſterday, before this Houſe, at Saint 
Margarttr's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſired to 
print the ſame; And that the Lord Carrington and 
Mr. Hawkins Browne do acquaint him therewith, 


===, J. HA bs. 
Cl. Dom. Com. 


8 E R M 6 


Preached before the Wees | La 
HOUSE of COMM O N/S, 


CHURCH OF ST. MARGARET, WES "a TER, 
| | : ON 
WEDNESDAY), MARCH 8, 1797, 
BEING 2 | 


THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIS MAJESTY” ROYAL 
PROCLAMATION, — 


TO BE OBSERVED AS 


A DAY OF SOLEMN FASTING AND HUMILIATION. 
BY THE | 


Rx v. THOMAS POWYS, D.D. 


CANON OF WINDSOR, AND CHAPLAIN IN ORDINARY ro 
HIS MAJESTY. 


LOND 0 MN: 


PRINTED FOR AND SOLD BY JOHN STOCKDALE, PICCADILLY 3 
AND ALSO BY FLETCHER AND HANWELL, OXFORD. 


M. DCC, XCVII. 


II. CHRONICLES, xv. 2. 


THE. LORD IS WITH YOU WHILE YE BE WITH HIM; AND 
IF YE SEXK HIM, HE WILL BE FOUND OF YOU: BUT 


- 


ir YE FORSAKE HIM, HE WILL FORSAKE YOU. 


HEN we contemplate the circumſtances of 


the. war, in which we are unfortunately, but 


unavoidably engaged, there is too much reaſon to fear 
leſt the events of it ſhould have a tendency to ſhake, 
if not finally to ſubvert, thoſe religious principles; 
which have ſo long proved the firm baſis of our public 
and private happineſs. 


Donic the Theocracy, when God tcok the li- 


raelites under his immediate guidance and protection, 
B. | when 


( 2] 

when he led them with a mighty hand, and ſtretch- 
ed out arm, and drove out before them nations 
greater and mightier than they were, the events of the 
ſeveral enterprizes they were engaged in were condi- 
tional. Succeſs was to be the reward of obedience 
and fidelity; diſappointment and defeat the puniſh- 
ment of diſobedience and infidelity.— Thoſe that 
honoured God, he promiſed to honour ; and at the 
ſame time aſſured them, that thoſe who diſhonoured 
him ſhould be lightly eſteemed. | 


HENCE we are to account for the many very warm 
expreſſions we meet with in the Book of Pſalms, and 
other parts of the Old Teſtament z where the rulers 
and the people, on many occaſions, expoſtulated with | 
their God, when their ſucceſs was not equal to their 
wiſhes and expectations. We find them enumerating 
the vices of their enemies, and thence inferring that 
they were not ſufficiently puniſhed; and extolling their 
own ſuperior merit, and thence inferring that he were 
not ſufficiently rewarded. = | 
„„ 
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Tux author of the 73d Palm affords a ſtrong inſtance 
of this, when, deſcribing the inſolence and preſump- 
tion of the wicked, he ſays, such ARE THE un- 
« GODLY; YBT THESE PROSPER IN THE WORLD, 
© AND HAVE RICHES IN THEIR POSSESSION.” Af- 
ter which, he laments his own ſufferings, complain- 
ing, that © HE HAD BEEN PUNISHED ALL THE 
„ DAY LONG, AND CHASTENED EVERY MORNING ;” 
intimating hereby, that as his own character was of a 
very different kind; and, as he found, that wickedneſs 
was not productive of immediate miſery to them, nor 
goodneſs of immediate happineſs to himſelf, he was 
tempted to conclude, that it was in vain for him to 
cleanſe his heart, and waſh his hands in innocency. 


Bur, in the concluſion of the Pſalm, we find him 
acknowledging his error, and affording ample argu- 
ments to prove how fallacious this kind of reaſoning 
is, in the caſe of righteous and unrighteous individuals, 
amongſt whom we ſee what we deem the good things 
of this life ſo promiſcuouſly divided, —For (ſays the 


-B x author 


( 4 ] 
author of the Pſalm) WHEN I SAW THE END OP 
3 THESE MEN, I WAS SENSIBLE THAT IT was 
© GOOD FOR ME STILL TO DRAW NEAR UN To 
© GoD, AND To PUT MY TRUST IN THE LORD 
© GoD, THAT I MIGHT DECLARE TAE JUSTICE 
„ OF ALL HIS WORKS.” | 

ARGUMENTS fimilar to thoſe which tend to prove, 
that the temporary proſperity of the wicked, and the 
temporary adverſity of the good, are by no means in- 
compatible with the juſtice of a governing Providence, 
may, on a more extended ſcale, be applied to the cir- 
cumſtances of the preſent time, and the particular oc- 
caſion on which we are now aſſembled. 

God, it is true, has been pleaſed to allow our ene- 
mies many very wonderful inſtances of ſucceſs, and to 
withhold awhile that vengeance, which, according to 
our apprehenſion, their outrages, their inſults, their 
avowed defiance of his power, and even denial of his 
exiſtence, ſeem ſo loudly to provoke. 

EveRY 


124 

EveRY day's experience confirms the truth of the 
Preacher's obſervation, that * BECAUSE SENTENCE 
„% AGAINST AN EVIL-WORK is NOT EXECUTED 
„ SPEEDILY,: THEREFORE THE HEART or THE 
„ SONS OF MEN IS FULLY SET IN THEM TO DO 


c xyIk.-: 


IT ſeems, therefore, as if I could not better diſ- 
charge the Duty of this Day, than by attempting to 
ſhew, that, according to the preſent conſtitution of 
things, Providence does not ſtand engaged to act ac- 
cording to our notions of retributive juſtice, in every 
inſtance, by the immediate puniſbment of the bad, and 
the immediate reward of the good. —B at ſtill—that ſup- 
poſing God to act upon one great general plan, which 
we can at preſent only ſee in part, and judge of in part; 
when that which is in part ſhall be done away, and 
that which is perfect is come, we ſhall find and own 
that God is juſtified in his doings, and will be clear 
when he is judged. 2 


TRE 
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Tux diſcuflion of topics merely political, is un- 
doubtedly ill ſuited to this and other conſecrated places, 
where the Congregation is called together for a far 
different purpoſe than that of hearing the Preacher's 
ſentiments on ſubjects of this nature. But the cir- 
cumſtances of the preſent times are unprecedented— 
the queſtion is reduced ſimply to this—Is that Conſti- 
tution, which has ſo long guarded the liberties, and 
promoted the happineſs, of this country, worth pre- 
ferving ? And have we need of any Religion? In the 
preſent conteſt, every thing we hold dear in this world, 
and all our hopes. in another, are attempted to be 
wreſted from us.—I hold it, therefore, now to be the 
duty of every man, to embrace every opportunity 
which'his ſtation and profeſſion give him, and to exert 
every ability God hath beſtowed upon him, in warn- 
ing the thoughtleſs, and encouraging every one, to the 
utmoſt of his power, to make head againſt the dangers 
with which we are fo imminently threatened. —If, in 
the courſe of what I may have to ſay, I recal your 
thoughts to any of the as of unexampled cruelty, which, 

+= | | without 


TS. | 
without diſtinction of age, ſex, rank, or abilities, have 
marked the government of the tyrants of the day 
amongſt our enemies, I with it to be underſtood, that I 
refer to them, not with a view of exciting your indig- 


nation, or wounding your feelings, but I alledge them 


as proofs, that all thoſe enormities, all thoſe violations 
of every duty, both ſocial and civil, ſprang from, and 
were the immediate conſequences of their forſaking 
their God. For, it is worthy of remark, that, with 
much policy and cunning, thoſe who meant to exalt 


themſelves amidſt the general confuſion, which was 


ſure to ariſe m the newly adopted Syſtem, ſet out, by 
weakening firſt, and afterwards totally deſtroying, that 


influence which Religion was found to have on the mo- 


rals and manners of mankind.—TFhe plan ſucceeded to 
their wiſhes, —Falſe wit and ridicule ſupplanted truth 
and argument; and the barrier of Religion being 
broken down, all the vicious paſſions broke looſe, and 


laid waſte every thing that was orderly, every thing 


that was honourable, every thing that was facred; and 


ſuch ſcenes of licentiouſneſs, devaſtation, and blood- 
| | ſhed 
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ſhed enſued, as are not to be found in the. annals of 


any civilized nation in former ages, and ſuch: as will, 
one ſhould' ſappoſe, hardly be credited in future ages, 


-when recorded by the hiſtorians of our times, 


Lr it be obſerved, that I am not now arguing 


from theory—The facts are before your eyes, —I 


quote from no obſolete author, the equivocal records of 


dark ages. bring not my proofs from the hiſtory of 


ſome newly diſcovered, far diſtant nation, where the 


authenticity of the relation depends on the queſtion- 
able veracity of ſome adventurous traveller. The facts 
I alledge are to be found in the daily journals, which 
every one who can ſpell may read.—I quote the pro- 


ceedings of the rulers of a great kingdom, the con- 


fines of which are little more than twenty miles diſtant 
from our own coaſt, —A kingdom, whoſe pride it ſo 
lately. was, to be regarded as the moſt poliſhed and re- 
fined in Europe A nation attached, almoſt prover- 
bially, to the perſon and dignity of their monarch A 
nation, which had been for ages moſt punctiliouſly ob- 

ge ſervant 


E 

| ſervant of the ceremonial parts of their Religion, and 
externally, at leaſt (for we can judge no farther) bigot- 
ted to what they deemed the fundamentals of it—A 
nation ſumptuous, to a degree of profuſion, in the 
erection and decoration of their places of worſhip, and 
reſpectin g. in the higheſt degree, the ſacred character 
of thoſe ho officiated there. 


Maxx well theſe circumſtances ; and when you 
are told, that this once polite and refined—this once 
loyal—this once religious people—within the courſe 
of a few months aboliſhed all order and ſubordination 3 
that they dethroned and murdered their king and 
queen, and degraded all their nobility; that they 


butchered all the conſcientious prieſts they could ſeize, 


and baniſhed and proſcribed all whom they could not 
ſeize: that they ſtripped their churches of all their 

hallowed furniture, and graceful ornaments; and per- 
verted the buildings themſelves to the vileſt purpoſes, 
faying, © Let us make havoc of them altogether, and 
burn up all the houſes of God in the land.” 


„ | Mark 
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MARk well, I ſay, theſe circumſtances, and judge 
2 | | 
"whether I am or am not juſtified, in aſcribing this ſud- 


den and wonderful change in their manners and con- 
duct, firſt, to their levity in ſlighting, and next to 


their blaſphemous audacity in renouncing, their Reli- 


gion. 


— 


THriNGs being thus circumſtanced (ſome inconſider- 
ately, but more invidiouſly, will aſk) How are we to 


determine with regard to a governing Providence? 


Are we to ſay, that no provocations whatever are ſuffi- 
cient to draw down God's vengeance on a guilty indi- 
vidual, or a guilty nation? For, ſurely, if any provoca- 
tion ĩs capable of calling down the Divine wrath, it 
muſt be that of denying his exiſtence, and, of courſe, 


his governing providence, —And yet they argue, that 
God does not appear to them to have exhibited any 
dreadful marks of his anger againſt our enemies, who 
have proceeded ſuch lengths againſt him. If by dread- 
ful marks of his anger, they mean a plague, or peſti- 
lence, by which thouſands, and ten thouſands, are 

ſwept 


tai 


ſwept off almoſt A this certainly has not 
been done. And the reaſon why it has not been done 
may be ſuppoſed to be, becauſe any conviction wrought 
by theſe means, would have. been the conviction. of 
terror only; whereas that conviction, which is addreſ- 
ſed to reaſon, is better adapted to reaſonable beings, and 
ſuits better with God's W 1 of the 


| world. 


Bor, in the mean time, let me aſk, Have they not 
been puniſhed ? . What? Was it no puniſhment to 
live in a continued ſtate of anarchy and confuſion ; to 
have their lives every moment ſubje& to the axe f 
the executioner, or the dagger of the aſſaſſin; to hold 
their property only at the will of every rapacious plun- 
derer? Was it no puniſhment to be cut off from 
every ſocial domeſtic bliſs in this life, and then to be 
told, that there is no hope of comfort in another ? 
When we ſee, as we often lane ſeen, faction after 


faction ſucceedin 8 each other, and ſtill, as a new one 


Py * which preceded it periſhing on the 
C 2 | ſealtold 
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r by ſuicide, till nearly the whole number of 
thoſe, who were the firſt inſtigators of, and the chief 
actors in, theſe nefarious tranſactions, have been cut 


off. Is not the hand of the avenging Angel as viſible 


to the eye of Reaſon, as — — to the fine 


image of the . 


« He rides in the whirlwind, and directs the ſtorm.” 


Tus much have I faid, (and if I had thought leſs 
would have anſwered the purpoſe of this diſcourſe, I 
would have faid leſs) to prove the poſition with which 
I began, that when Religion is once ſet aſide, all the 
moſt miſchievous effects of the moſt miſchievous paſ- 
ſions follow, as natural and neceſſary conſequences. 


 FRom this view of the ſtate of our enemies, we are 
apt to conſider ourſelves as a righteous nation in com- 
fariſon of them, and ſo in many reſpects we certainly 
are. But, at the ſame time, we ſhould not preſume 
too much upon this, ſince no one can ſurely be ſo 
9 a blinded. 


1 33 ] 


| blinded by national prejudice as to deny, that there is 
much, very much, room for reformation, before we can 
have any claim to be diſtinguiſhed by the peculiar fa- 
vour of that God, who is of purer eyes than to be- 
hold thoughtleſſueſs and iniquity, like ours, with com- 
placence, much leſs with approbation. 


THERE cannot ſurely be a more ſeaſonable time 
than the preſent, for ſearching and trying our ways, 
and enquiring whether, from the preſent circumſtances 
of the times, and the events of the war, we have any 
reaſon to apprehend, either that Providence has been 
inattentive to them, or has not directed them in a 
manner ſtrictly conformable to its juſtice and mercy. - 

Gop is pleaſed to ſuffer many provocations, and to 
give frequent warnings, before he ſuffers his whole 
diſpleaſure to ariſe. Our enemies now hold forth to 
us, a ſtriking proof of the conſequences of forſaking 
their God. What would repeated defeats in battle— 
what would the loſs of territory—what would the peſ- 
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tilence that walketh in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs that 


deſtroyeth in the noon-day, be, compared to what 
they ſuffer from the dereliction of God's grace, and 
the loſs of all thoſe comforts which Religion gives in 


this life, and the bleſſings it promiſes in another? 


Wir n ſuch an inftance of the conſequences of 


forſaking God, happening in our own days, the cir- 


cumſtances of which already ſo affect us, and which 


may affect us ſo much more nearly; when we ſee ſo 


black a cloud rolling towards' us, which, if it burſts 


over our heads, will inevitably overwhelm us; no pre- | 
cepts will, I fear, have any avail, if the example im- 


mediately before our eyes does not prove a timely 


warning to this country. 


Wr have much to hope from the genius and good 
ſenſe of the people of this kingdom; but we have 
much to fear from the contagion of Infidelity : we 
ſtill profeſs the pureſt Religion, and till live under the 
pureſt Conſtitution, of any nation in the known world. 

In 


1 «5 1 


In oppoſition to the ſanguinary and unfeeling proceed- 
ings of our enemies, we may ſtill plead our charity and 
benevolence, not only to our own countrymen: in all 
caſes of diſtreſs, but to thoſe wretched fugitives, who 
ſou ght an aſylum in this country, from the perſecution 

which expelled them from their own. 


As a public national declaration of our reliance on 
a governing Providence, I appeal to this and former 
annual ſolemnities, wherein we are called upon to ac- 
knowledge our unworthineſs of the many bleſſings, 
which, as a nation, we have received from the hand 

of God; and alſo under a conſciouſneſs, that our fins 
| juſtly expoſe us to the Divine diſpleaſure, to promiſe 
and vo both a perſonal and national reformation, as 
the only. means of rendering ourſelves fit objects of 
God's future mercies. 


1 Inſidelity ſhall here urge the malicious inſinu- 
ation, of the inutility of theſe ſolemn inſtitutions, and 
ſhall inſultingly aſk us, WHERE IS Now YOUR 

| _ Gon?” 


7 
Gor ?” What proofs can you give of his attention to 
your prayers ? I ſhall with them (without looking 
farther back in the pages of hiſtory, where they would 
find many ſtriking proofs of God's providential care of 
this nation) to call to mind the particular mercies we 
have received fince the time of the laſt annual ſolem- 
nity. In the Form of Prayer then preſcribed, we were 
taught 20 beſeech God to accept our penitence, and re- 
gard our ſupplications, and ſo to bleſs. the fruits.of our 
land, that through his goodneſs the ſearcity and dearth 
which we then ſuffered for our iniquity, might be mer- 
cifully turned into cheapneſs and plenty. Can it be faid, 
that theſe prayers were unheard, or offered in vain? 
Were we not, on the contrary, bleſſed with the grant 
of ſuch a harveſt as the oldeſt of us cannot remember, 
and the youngeſt of us will, I truſt, never forget? 
To the wiſe counſels of our rulers, we may juſtly | 
aſcribe thoſe meaſures which were uſed to provide 
ſuch a temporary ſupply, as might relieve the imme- 
diate neceſſities, and filence the clamours, of the diſ- 
treſled; but to the mercy of God 1 in having 
| viſited 
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riſite: the earth and bleſſed it, ſo that it ings forth its 
fruits in ſuch a luxuriant abundance, are we to aſcribe 
that flow of plenty, which relieved the apprehenſions 
of a diſtreſſed and anxious nation. May we not, with 
out preſumption, indulge the pleaſing hope, that we 
owe this inſtance of God's bounty to his approbation 
of the conduct of the generality of all ranks of men, 
on that trying occaſion, when the charity and bene vo- 
lence of the rich were as exemplary and conſpicuous, 
as the patience and peaceable demeanour of the in- 
Auſtirious Poor? | | 12 


Occasion has, of late, been often taken by ſome, 
to alledge the temporary ſucceſs of our enemies arms, 
as a proof of that on evenT,” which, they fay, 
happens to the righteous and the wicked, to thoſe 
who honour God, and thoſe who honour him not. 
Let it be conſidered, that, in moſt caſes, natural cauſes 
produce natural effects. Immenſe ſuperiority of num- 
bers will, generally, when human affairs are ſuffered 
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to g go on in their common courſe, command victory; 5 


and upon this principle, the wide - ſpread devaſtation 


of our enemies may be accounted for. But no argu- 


ment of this kind will apply to an event, which we 
are this day called upon to commemorate—the diſſipa- 


tion of that mighty armament, which was fitted out 
for the deſtruction of our ſiſter kingdom. Here God 


himſelf appears to have interpoſed in our defence, 
and the elements themſelves, in obedience to the will 
of their Great Creator, defeated the 93 de- 
ſigns of our enemies. 

ANOTHER event has alſo recently been announced, 
which moſt fully tends to ſhew, that God hath not 
% PORSAKEN NOR CAST OFF HIS PEOPLE ;” an 
event, which, at the ſame time that it calls forth all 
our gratitude to the Almighty Governor of the world, 


muſt give fervour and energy to our prayers for a 


_ continuance of his mercy. I leave it to the hiſtorian 


to celebrate, and to render the juſtice which is due to 
: the 


E ” 

the {kill and bravery of our commanders, and the gal- 
lant companions of their victory, Be it mine, in com- 
mon with every lover of his country, to beſtow on 
them the moſt heart-felt encomiums : but be it mine, 
more particularly as a Preacher of the Chriſtian goſpel, 
to direct your thoughts to the Giver of this and every 
other mercy, and to excite you to honour him in the 
way which he himſelf requires, when he faith, “ H 
„ THAT GIVETH ME THANKS AND PRAISE, HE 


« HONOURETH ME.“ 


To conclude : 


Wr have experienced, tis true, many ſignal mercies, 
which call for our thankſgiving. We have experi- 
enced alſo, and ſtill continue to experience, many ca- 
lamities incident to and inſeparable from war; and 
have ſtill to deplore the diſappointment of our hopes, 
of obtaining ſuch a peace as will be conſiſtent with 
the ſafety of our country (for ſuch a peace only can 
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be the object of every good ſubject's prayer.) Theſe 


calamities are probably meant as chaſtiſements ſent by 
God, as the only means of awakening a thoughtleſs 


nation, to a ſenſe of their duty and dependence on him. 
To promote this _ was this day's ſolemnity we 


| pointed. 


Bor little can an attendance, however devout, on 
the duties of this one day avail, unleſs it be productive 
of, and followed by, a ſettled habit of piety. Little 


good can be derived from the uſe of the Form of 


Prayer preſcribed, if it prove a form only. Little will 
your vows of repentance and amendment avail, if they 


are confined to the place, the day, nay, perhaps, the 


hour in which they are offered. How far you have 
ſeverally performed, with regularity, the public duties of 
Religion, it is in the power of others to judge. With 


regard to thoſe of a more private nature, ſuch as per- 


ſonal and family prayer, and the exerciſe of other 
Chriſtian duties, I can only appeal to your own con- 
2 | N ſciences, 


EN 


ener ge as there alone * queſtion. can meet a juſt 


1 at this awful eiii, Nands in a of al 
the ſupport of all her friends; not to be now actively 
with her, is to be decidedly againſt her. One ſup- 
port every one can give, and is bound to give a good 
example; the influence of which, be it extenſive or be 
it confined, will prove more efficacious in raiſing a 
ſpirit of national piety, and correcting the national 
depravity, than all the moral treatiſes that ever were 
publiſhed, or all the diſcourſes that ever were deli- 
ered. 


As I am now addrefling myſelf to the Repreſenta- 
tives of the whole Commonalty of this realm, I wiſh 
them duly to confider the great importance of this 
laſt-mentioned circumſtance : let me remind you, of 
the very ſacred depoſit which is in your . 
Religion of the Nation, : 

GREAT 
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\Gnrar as your n and influence are in the 
places of your reſpective reſidence, proportionably 


great is the power of your religious and moral exam- 


ples. Your inferiors will endeavour to conciliate your 


favour, and gain your patronage, by an imitation of 
your virtues or your vices. May God incline you, as 


private gentlemen and good ſubjects, to be attentive 


to this point, for your own . and for the ſake of 


the community ! 


AND, as Repreſentatives of this great People, it is 


the duty of every one to concur in the prayer, that 


God may ſo direct and proſper all your conſultations, 


to the advancement of his Glory, the good of his 
Church, the ſafety, honour, and welfare of our Sove- 
reign and his Kingdoms; that all things may be fo 
ordered and ſettled, by your endeavours, upon the beſt 
and ſureſt foundations ; that Peace and Happineſs, Truth 
and Juſtice, Religion and Picty, may be eſtabliſhed 


amongſt us for all generations. So let us pray and 
in 
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in this prayer we ſhall be Joined by every one who 
has a zeal for the honour of his God, and the wel- 
fare of his country. 


THE END. 
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